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Deal With It

Nehemiah 13

Topic:

Confrontation

Theme:
How can we renew our commitments to God?

Thrust:
Deal with sin decisively!

Purpose:
The listeners will rectify at least one compromise in their walk with God.

Introduction

1. Interest: [God honors those who keep their commitments to Him.]

a) In Yorkshire, England, in the early 1800s, two sons were born to a family named Taylor. The older set out to make a name for himself by entering Parliament and gaining public prestige. But the younger son chose to give his life to Christ. He later recalled, “Well do I remember, as in unreserved consecration I put myself, my life, my friends, my all, upon the altar. I felt I was in the presence of God, entering into covenant with the Almighty.” 

b) With that commitment, Hudson Taylor turned his face toward China and obscurity. As a result, he is known and honored on every continent as a faithful missionary and the founder of the China Inland Mission (now known as Overseas Missionary Fellowship). For the other son, however, there is no lasting monument. When you look in the encyclopedia to see what the other son has done, you find these words, “the brother of Hudson Taylor.” “. . . he that does the will of God abides for ever” (1 John 2:17). (From sermoncentral.com)

c) Hudson Taylor wasn’t afraid to make and keep his commitments to God.

2. Need: Are you afraid to make commitments?  Sometimes we’re afraid to make them because we neglect to keep them.  Have you forgotten any commitments you made to God?  Are you keeping the resolutions and goals you made this past January?  Or have you compromised your commitments?

a) Did you make a goal of spending more time with your family?  Are you keeping it?

b) Some of us covenanted to read through the Bible this year.  Are you on schedule as we near the end?

c) How are the rest of us doing in terms of regularly reading God’s Word?

d) Prayer?  Are you meeting your goals here? 

3. Subject: How can we renew our commitments to God?

4. Background: Today ends our 15-sermon journey in the book of Nehemiah.

a) We’ve seen how what seemed an impossible project for Nehemiah to build walls around Jerusalem actually happened in 52 days! 

b) The people celebrated and God’s Word brought about a revival.

c) Then 10% of the people moved into the city.

d) Nehemiah 12 gave us a wonderful picture of a restored people as they dedicated the wall. Two choirs proceeded in opposite directions and they pulled all the stops with instruments and praise. In fact, all Israel contributed the daily portions for the Levite singers (12:47). 

e) But when we come to chapter 13, what a contrast! After 12 years governing Judah, Nehemiah had to go back to Persia for a short time, but during that time, God’s people broke their commitments with God.

5. Preview: Let’s turn to Nehemiah 13 to see how Israel broke their commitments, what Nehemiah did about it, and how we can renew our commitments to God.

6. Transition: Let’s first see how Israel broke their commitments with God.

I.
The Jews broke four commitments to God.

A. Purity: The Jews defiled the holiness of the temple (1-5; cf. 10:39).

1. When the people learned that God forbade Ammonites into the temple, they excluded them (1-3). 

2. Why was this needed?  Even the high priest Eliashib blew it in two key ways:
a) First, remember the three key enemies of the wall rebuilding in 2:19?  Well, the high priest Eliashib–the same Eliashib who built next to the temple in 3:1–allowed the evil Tobiah to use the storeroom set apart for the grain, oil and incense (4-5)!
(1) Tobiah was Nehemiah’s main enemy and an Ammonite—but here he was, doing his dirty work while living in the temple itself!  

(2) Wow, Tobiah must have been a really convincing con man!

b) Eliashib also defiled the holiness of God’s house by having close relationship with the enemy.  Nehemiah 6:17-18 notes that both Tobiah’s wife and his son’s wife were Jews—and not just Jews but 13:4 says that Tobiah and the high priest were close relatives!

3. So the temple had lost its revered position once again in the eyes of the people—and also the God of the temple!

(What else did God’s people do against their commitments with God?)

B. Money: The Jews neglected their giving (10; cf. 10:37; 12:47).

1. In Nehemiah 10:39 and 12:47, they had promised not to neglect God’s house, but now that was exactly what they did.

2. The Levites were out working in the fields because they were not being supported since the people neglected their tithes. This meant that they had less time to serve in the temple.

3. God didn’t really ask much—especially for his temple servants—but the people’s lack of care for God’s servants showed a lack of care for God Himself.

C. Rest: The Jews broke the Sabbath (15-16; cf. 10:31).

1. They did regular business on this day that God set aside to worship Him.

2. This may not seem all that serious to us since we go out to eat after church (which encourages others to work), but you have to remember that these people did not have the five-day work week we have.  They worked six days minimum, so working on the seventh day also gave them no time for family or worship.  This would certainly lead to destroying the nation!

D. Marriage: The Jews married pagans (23-24; cf. 10:30).

1. In 10:30 they vowed that they would not marry women from the Philistines and Ammonites and Moabites since it’s forbidden in Mosaic Law.  But only two years later they had forgotten that God required them to keep the nation pure from paganism.

2. Even worse, half the children could not speak Hebrew, the very language of God’s Word. This meant these children would not be able to understand the Law!  Within a generation the nation would be lost to paganism!


(So these were four huge problems that Nehemiah faced.  Now let’s see how Nehemiah responded to them…)

II.
Nehemiah confronted the people’s errors.

He did something about their sin!

A. Nehemiah purified the temple again (8-9, 28).

1. Returning from Persia about two years later and seeing all these errors, Nehemiah was so distressed that he threw out all of Tobiah’s belongings (v. 8).

2. He also drove Eliashib’s grandson away (v. 28).  Remember how the pagan Sanballat opposed the temple rebuilding?  Well, his daughter married not just any Jew, but she married into the high priest's family!

B. Nehemiah prayed continually about their sins (14, 22b, 29, 31b).

1. Nehemiah keenly sensed that without God’s help, all that he had accomplished would come to nothing.

2. Four times in this chapter he cried out for God to have mercy on him. Throughout the book, prayer is a very important ministry priority.

C. Nehemiah rebuked the leaders (11a, 17-18, 25-27)

1. Temple Neglect (11a): He confronted the leaders of their careless attitude about worship of the true God.

2. Sabbath Neglect (17-18): Since these leaders undoubtedly made money by allowing Sabbath purchases, Nehemiah rebuked the government officials, merchants, and all the people who put money above their commitment with God.  If they failed to observe the Sabbath, they would again bring the hand of God’s judgment upon themselves.

3. Intermarriage (25-27): He reminded them that intermarriage was the very sin that caused Solomon to fall.  Nehemiah was so ticked off that he beat some of them and pulled out their hair!

D. Nehemiah reestablished the order (9-13, 19-22a).

1. He put back the temple items that had been removed into the storage room (9).

2. He reassigned Levites to their former duties (11b).

3. He challenged the people to renew their tithes and offerings (12).

4. He replaced the storeroom custodians with trustworthy men (13).

5. He assigned guards at the gates to keep the Sabbath day holy (19-22a). 

(What can we apply to our lives as God’s people in the modern world?)

III. Deal with sin decisively.

[Don’t debate whether to address sin!  But how do we “Deal with It” (my sermon title)?]

A. Recognize how your compromises hurt you and hurt God’s work through you.

1. The Jews in Nehemiah 13 had grown complacent towards blatant sin in their lives—but through Nehemiah’s help they had to first recognize their sin.

2. Maybe you don’t relate to the four areas noted in this chapter—you aren’t defiling God’s temple, neglecting your giving, breaking the Sabbath (which is no longer in effect), and you haven’t married a pagan.

3. But I suspect for all of us that there are other areas where we are tempted to compromise our commitments to God—so what do we do?

(Well, after we first identify an area of temptation failure, we must then deal with it!)

B. Follow a plan to get back up when we fall to temptation.

a) In 2009 I had an interesting meeting with Dr. Arnie Cole, the CEO of Back to the Bible, based in Lincoln, Nebraska. He shared with me this abstract of their recent research: 

(1) “Regardless of their religious preference, most people deal daily with the temptation to engage in behaviors that they desire to avoid, either because they are morally wrong or are harmful in some way.  Studies examining issues of religion and spirituality typically focus on individual beliefs and behaviors such as attendance at religious services and prayer.  The limited studies concerning scriptural engagement generally do not go beyond documenting people’s Bible reading habits and knowledge.  

(2) “The Center for Bible Engagement has adopted a different approach.  Our research focuses on why so many people own Bibles, but never read them, and once this is discovered, to find a solution. 

(3) “In our four years of research, including several surveys with over 40,000 respondents, we have discovered that familiarity and contact with the Bible provides a level of protection against temptation and is correlated with less involvement in risky behaviors, such as pornography and destructive thoughts…”
b) This study was extensive (read PPT slide notes).

c) The researchers first asked the temptations women and men face.

(1) Women said gossip and overeating were the biggest temptations.

(2) Men said sex was 10 times worse than any other temptation.

d) When 60% said they yield to these temptations, researchers then asked what people do to conquer them.

(1) Church attendance, prayer and Bible reading are the most often used (read PPT notes).

(2) Teens faired much better in their behavior (read PPT notes).

(3) The research shows no real improvement from going to church or prayer.  But daily Bible reading certainly changes behavior!
e) Remember how reading the Word of God in Nehemiah caused revivals that changed their behavior?  Nothing has really changed!

f) So do you want to conquer the temptation of risky behavior?  Read Scripture daily!  What really has an effect on defeating compromise and temptation is regular exposure to the Bible at least four times a week—called “the Power of 4” (read PPT notes).

(So how can we renew our commitments to God today?)

Conclusion

1.  Deal with sin decisively (MI). If there is any compromise in your life, don’t let it grow, but strongly discipline it (restated). 

2. Optional: Once the young adult leaders submitted their plan for the whole year to their church leaders. In their plan they indicated they were going to replace preaching by adding some activities like a nearby young people’s club because this could interest people to come and have more time for fellowship. And after they established relationships, the unbelievers could then know more about God through other’s sharing.  The pastor outright rejected their plan and warned them, “You are planning to destroy God’s people. No healthy relationship can be built without God’s Word. Once you don’t base it on God’s Word and follow secular activities, you fail in your ministry before God. Please bear in mind that our aim is to help people become Christ-like, not world-like.”
3. Exhortation: Am I saying we just all need more willpower?  Hardly!  We need God’s power!  Let’s ask God help us to live this holy life. As a body, let’s ask God’s help so that we can know how to deal with the compromises in our church in the way He wants us to do.  And remember—it starts with regular exposure to God’s Word.

4. Where are you most tempted?  Food?  Sex outside of marriage and pornography?  Other priorities before reading God’s Word? 

5. Let’s bow in prayer…

a) What compromise in your life has God revealed today?  Giving?  Relationships to pagans?  Time for God?

b) Tell him you will deal with it now.

c) Have you covenanted to read God’s Word daily?  Isn’t it time to start now? Start somewhere: one verse, one paragraph, or one chapter each day.

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Interest: Since we live in a “politically correct” world where the middle ground is always deemed best, the status quo is one of our greatest dangers in our Christian lives.

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. As a church…
a) We must rebuke those who compromise God’s holiness: Do you dare to warn God’s people who gamble or buy a lottery ticket? We have to. 

b) Be courageous to correct the errors among God’s people because the church is God’s community. Our God is holy; we also have to live holy lives. Whenever we see something unholy, we have to deal with it. We have to remove the dirt out of our church and establish the holy community. 

c) Most churches today do not discipline members according to God’s Word. We may preach and warn young people about intermarriage with unbelievers but we never discipline.

d) We want to build up a strong and healthy community for God through teaching God’s Word—to remind God’s people of God’s will and commands for them.

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Deal With It
Nehemiah 13
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)    See Thuy’s exegetical work
Exegetical Idea (CPT): 

I.


II.


III.


Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)

The listeners will rectify at least one compromise in their walk with God.

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Introduction

1. Interest: [Too often even Christians don’t keep commitments they have made.]

2. Need: Have you forgotten any commitments you made to God?  Are you keeping the resolutions and goals you made this past January?

3. Subject: How can we renew our commitments to God?

4. Background: Nehemiah 12 gave us a wonderful picture of a restored people as they dedicated the wall. 

5. Preview: Let’s turn to Nehemiah 13 to see how Israel broke their commitments, what Nehemiah did about it, and finally, what we can learn from all this.

6. Transition: Let’s first see how Israel broke their commitments with God.

I.
The Jews broke four commitments to God.

A. The Jews defiled the holiness of the temple (1-5; cf. 10:39).

B. The Jews neglected their giving (10; cf. 10:37; 12:47).

C. The Jews broke the Sabbath (15-16; cf. 10:31).

D. The Jews married pagans (23-24; cf. 10:30).

II.
Nehemiah confronted the people’s errors.

A. Nehemiah purified the temple again (8-9, 28).

B. Nehemiah prayed continually about their sins (14, 22b, 29, 31b).

C. Nehemiah rebuked the leaders (11a, 17-18, 25-27)

D. Nehemiah reestablished the order (9-13, 19-22a).

III. Deal with sin decisively.

A. Recognize how your compromises hurt you and God’s work through you.
B. Follow a plan to get back up when we fall to temptation.

(So what should we do when we confront the compromises in our church today?)

Conclusion

1. Deal with sin decisively (MI). If there is any compromise in your life, don’t let it grow, but strongly discipline it (restated). 

2. Optional: A pastor rejected the youth plan to omit Bible teaching.


3. Exhortation: Let’s ask God help us to live this holy life. 

4. Where are you most tempted?  Food?  Sex outside of marriage and pornography?  Other priorities before reading God’s Word? 
Bulletin Outline Filled In
Introduction

1. Subject: How can we renew our commitments to God?

I.
The Jews broke four commitments to God.

A. The Jews defiled the holiness of the temple (1-5; cf. 10:39).

B. The Jews neglected their giving (10; cf. 10:37; 12:47).

C. The Jews broke the Sabbath (15-16; cf. 10:31).

D. The Jews married pagans (23-24; cf. 10:30).

II.
Nehemiah confronted the people’s errors.

A. Nehemiah purified the temple again (8-9, 28).

B. Nehemiah prayed continually about their sins (14, 22b, 29, 31b).

C. Nehemiah rebuked the leaders (11a, 17-18, 25-27)

D. Nehemiah reestablished the order (9-13, 19-22a).

III. Deal with sin decisively.

A. Recognize how your compromises hurt you and God’s work through you.
B. Follow a plan to get back up when we fall to temptation.

Conclusion

1. Deal with sin decisively (MI). 

2. Where are you most tempted?  What does God want you to do?
Bulletin Outline Blanks
Introduction

1. Subject: How can we ________________ our commitments to God?

I.
The Jews ________________ four commitments to God.

A. The Jews defiled the holiness of the ________________ (1-5; cf. 10:39).

B. The Jews neglected their ________________ (10; cf. 10:37; 12:47).

C. The Jews broke the ________________ (15-16; cf. 10:31).

D. The Jews married ________________ (23-24; cf. 10:30).

II.
Nehemiah ________________ the people’s errors.

A. Nehemiah ________________ the temple again (8-9, 28).

B. Nehemiah ________________ continually about their sins (14, 22b, 29, 31b).

C. Nehemiah ________________ the leaders (11a, 17-18, 25-27)

D. Nehemiah ________________ the order (9-13, 19-22a).

III. Deal with sin ________________.

A. Recognize how your compromises hurt you and hurt God’s work through you.
B. Follow a plan to get back up when you fall to temptation.

Conclusion

1. Deal with sin ________________ (Main Idea). 

2. Where are you most tempted?  What does God want you to do?
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Deal With It

Nehemiah 13

Introduction

1. God honors those who keep their commitments to Him.

2. How can we ________________ our commitments to God?

I.
The Jews ________________ four commitments to God.

A. The Jews defiled the holiness of the ________________ (1-5; cf. 10:39).

B. The Jews neglected their ________________ (10; cf. 10:37; 12:47).

C. The Jews broke the ________________ (15-16; cf. 10:31).

D. The Jews married ________________ (23-24; cf. 10:30).

II.
Nehemiah ________________ the people’s errors.

A. Nehemiah ________________ the temple again (8-9, 28).

B. Nehemiah ________________ continually about their sins (14, 22b, 29, 31b).

C. Nehemiah ________________ the leaders (11a, 17-18, 25-27)

D. Nehemiah ________________ order (9-13, 19-22a).

III. Deal with sin ________________.

A. Recognize how your compromises hurt you and hurt God’s work through you.

B. Follow a plan to get back up when you fall to temptation.

Conclusion

1. Deal with sin ________________ (Main Idea). 

2. Where are you most tempted?  What does God want you to do?

Thought Questions
1. Read Nehemiah 13 aloud.  Note as many problems in the passage as you can find and how Nehemiah addressed them.
Problems
Solutions

Enemies allowed in temple worship (1-2)
They excluded them (3)
Today: Unbelieving church leaders
Elder qualifications (1 Tim. 3; Tit. 1)
Tobiah lived in the temple (4-5)
Nehemiah threw out his stuff (6-9)
Mission support for terrorists
Don’t give to WCC to support Marxists
Levites & singers unpaid (10)
Confronted leaders to restore tithes (11-12)
Unpaid pastors 
Pay elders who preach & teach (2 Tim. 5:17)
Organization of the temple lacking
Appointed supervisors (13-14)
Sabbath neglected (15a, 16)
Rebuke (15b, 17, 21) & closing gates (19-20)
Sabbath neglected (15a, 16)
Levites purified (22a), gates guarded (22b)
Intermarriage with Ammonites & Moabites (23-27)
Purged (30a)
Eliashib the priest’s grandson intermarried (28a)
Banishment of the son & wife (28b)
2. What is your pattern of Bible reading (when, where, how, etc.)?  What are the benefits and liabilities of your practice?
Reading through the Bible each year (3 chapters daily) with Susan at breakfast has the benefit of accountability, comprehensiveness, and a plan but too much for detailed study
3. In what area of sin above in question 1 do you need to “deal with it”?
A “Sabbath” to just have an entire day to rest and pray is something I do only about once a year.
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